
DNA & GENEALOGY 

Oiahan Southard Suggests How 
to Connect to Your 0-NA Matches 

You need to think of that ini­
tial contact you send to 

your new DNA match like a first 
date, minus the awkwardness 
and the bad complexion. No 
matter the size of your DNA 
match list, or the complexity of 
your query, or the size of your 
pedigree, all of-us will likely end 
up composing a first contact 
riote to one of our DNA matches 
in the very near future. Keeping 
in mind some simple dating 
principles may just help in ­
crease the chance of a response, 
and therefore boost your ge­
netic genealogical success rate. 

Dating Principle #1: 
Just meet for coffee. Meaning, 
keep your correspondence 
short. Remember, the purpose 
of a first date is just to see if you 
want to go on more dates, just 
as the initial contact you make 
helps you determine if more 
contact is necessary. Your match 
does not need to know your 
whole pedigree chart, or your 
whole life story, and they cer­
tainly don't need to know how 
many centimorgans of DNA you 
share! Just a simple statement of 
what you want to know. Try, 
"Do you have any Wilsons in 
your pedigree chart?" That's it. 

Dating Principle #2: 
It's all about them. Everyone 
loves to talk about themselves, 
so your job is to get them talk­
ing! If you see something in 
their pedigree chart, or even in 
their username, that has you 
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interested in them, ask them 
specifically about that. Perhaps, 
"I see the name Gwenellyn in 
your pedigree chart, which hap­
pens to be the middle name of 
my ancestor that I am research­
ing. What more can you tell me 
about your ancestor?" 

Dating Principle #3: 
Everyone needs encouragement. 
Let's face it, first dates are 
fraught with insecurities, and 
most of our matches are no dif­
ferent. It is no secret that many 
of our matches don't have a 
pedigree chart posted. As more 
and more people flock to DNA 
testing services, there will be 
more and more of them who 
have never even heard of a pedi­
gree chart. So they need some 
encouragement. They need a 
cheerleader! Try, "I see you 
don't have a pedigree chart 
posted. It is really easy to start 
one! If you need help, try here 
www.yourdnaguide.com/add-pedi 
greean" Remember that today's 
newbies are tomorrow's geneal­
ogists, so we need to do our part 
to encourage their curiosity, not 
bombard them with queries of 
dates and places and ta les of 
census records. 

Dating Principle #4: 
Have an escape plan. Let's be 
honest, not all first dates go 
well, so you need to provide 
a polite, but easy way out. In 
your DNA match correspon­
dence, this means that you need 
to provide a way for them to 
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immediately respond to you, 
even if they aren't interested, or 
don't have time to talk right 
away. I always close my corre­
spondence with something like, 
"Even if you don't have time to 
look this up for me right now, 
please reply so I know you are 
out there." More and more I 
hear from genealogists that they 
have several unanswered in­
quiries in their DNA mail inbox 
because they feel like they aren't 
qualified to talk DNA with any­
one. They are reticent to engage 
in a conversation in which the 
terms and outcomes are unfa­
miliar. So put them at ease, and 
reassure them that we are all 
in this together, and big discov­
eries can begin with simple 
conversations. 

Hopefully these simple dating 
tips will lead you to the rela­
tionship that just might change 
your life. Or, at least the life of 
your pedigree chart. IMDxJ: 
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